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Many different scenes start flashing before my eyes when I sit
down and reflect on my past year with GYC. All of them are

really memorable and special.

Let’s start with why I first joined this group. I met a Syrian
refugee who was working at my hostel when I traveled to Jeju
Island 2 years ago. That was the first time I realize refugee
issue isn’t a newspaper topic but something that could be very
close to each of us. He told me his story, what happened in his
war-torn home, how he witnessed the death of his close families
and how he fled to Korea and all the hardship he has been
through before he could work here. Those stories struck me
hardly and a deep sense of compassion developed inside me. I
really want to do something for refugees, so I decided to start
caring about those that are staying in Hong Kong and

therefore I joined this group.

GYC has been a really fun and hilarious group. We have
celebrated Chinese New Year together, painting Fai Chun in 7
different languages; went to school sharing sessions where we
all learned to play African drums; did a charity overnight hike
“Inner Challenge” held by Breakthrough together after eating
overly spicy food made by one of the asylum secker chef, he
even called us 3 times while we were hiking to check whether
we like his spicy food; went to a walking tour together to
explore the history of Central and Sheung Wan and more. The
culture diversity within the group has created an interesting
chemistry where we understand each other more via these

activities.

My favorite activity must be “Equal Sharing” where we formed
small groups (locals + Asylum seeker) to visit the homeless or
the poor in Sham Shui Po every month. The idea was about
mutual sharing and understanding instead of one-way giving.
Our group has 2 locals plus one Asylum Secker and we got to
know a cleaning lady (Auntie L) who shared her story working
in Hong Kong with us. She is a cheerful old lady with a kind
heart. Despite after a long day of tough work, she has always
been super happy to see us and later even anticipate our visit.
In one rainy night close to Chinese New Year, she even invited
us to visit her rest area and shared a table full of dumplings
with us and gave us red packets. We chatted about the culture
in China and Africa and knew more about each other. One
night, we hugged each other, and my asylum seeker friend was
so happy that he said, “We are family!” The smiles on all of our
faces are priceless. To me, I am delighted to see how we can all

pour into each other’s life no matter what our current
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circumstances are. Many of my asylum seckers friend care

about our city and treat this place as their home. They do want

to contribute, and they do want to help.

Not only we serve together but we also formed bonding that is
like those between family members. I am very happy that I can
walk with them in their journey. During their endless wait in
the city facing extreme opinions about ethnic minorities, I have
heard them share so many ups and downs. Life is tough
sometimes for them. Having landlord rejected their rental
application only because of their skin color (let’s not mention
how hard it was for them to save up enough to afford a
ridiculously expensive flat with minimal subsidies provided
each month); being misunderstood or even humiliated by the
Police; not being able to work, etc. Despite these, there are
moments worth celebrating. One of my asylum secker friend
got married this year with a local girl and their
African-Chinese wedding was definitely the most fun and
exotic one I have been to; Another friend just got his dependent
Visa and he can now travel outside of Hong Kong to continue
his advocacy work regarding the issue to platforms like United
Nations; One of them got the US green card and HKID this
year, restoring freedom; One of them just had his second baby

born. Ups and downs, we walk together with each other.

Together to me means that no matter where we came from,
where we will go, what happened to us, how different our
cultures are, we can be ecach other’s support and live
harmoniously in the same place. Because essentially, we are all
human and just human. We should be treated the same.
Hopefully, one day we will see more of these bonds between
people coming from different backgrounds in the city we call

home.
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